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Winter Driving - Prepare Now For Cold Weather 
 
When the crisp, cool days of fall replace the warm 
summer months, it’s time to prepare your equipment 
for the upcoming harsh winter conditions. 
 
Don’t wait for the first cold snap when stores may 
quickly run out of supplies. Start putting your survival 
gear together now. You may need: sleeping bag, 
gloves, candles, matches, water, protein bars, ski 
mask, flashlight, extra batteries, CB radio, auxiliary in-
cab heater and a multi-use tool (all-in-one knife, 
screwdriver, can opener, etc.). 
 
For your vehicle, consider: fuel additives, air-drying 
system, tire chains, lock lubricant, deicer, battery 
charger and starting fluid. 
 
One of the most important things to check is your 
antifreeze. Make sure the antifreeze you use is 
formulated for use in diesel engines. Antifreeze for 
automobile use can gel in diesel engines because of 
the higher levels of silicate. Keep antifreeze 
concentrations between 40 and 60 percent. Protection 
is diminished at levels above 68 percent. The two 
types of antifreeze acceptable for diesel engines are 
ethylene glycol and propylene glycol. 
 
Some things to check that you don’t normally look at or 
even think about may include: 
 
 Fan blade 
 
 Radiator shutter or winterfront 
 
 Fan combination settings (the shutter setting 

should be about 10° under the fan clutch setting) 
 
 Radiator coolant levels 
 
 Thermostat calibration set to open at about 180° F 
 
 Water pump – leak and flow rate 
 
 Hoses, clamps and belts 
 
 Fuel system 
 

 Engine oil heaters and oil grade specifications 
 
 Electrical systems, battery terminals 
 
 Air systems – drain any water in the lines and 

check often to prevent brake freeze up. 
 
 Tires – each 10° drop in temperature lowers air 

pressure by one pound. 
 
 Locks and hinges adequately lubricated 
 
Your battery is especially important. If you need to add 
fluid, use distilled water to fill the cells. Do not use 
antifreeze. Check a conventional lead acid battery with 
a hydrometer. A reading of 1.26 is fully charged. For a 
maintenance-free battery, use a voltmeter and look for 
a reading of 12.7 volts. If your battery freezes, warm it 
up to about 60° before charging. Overcharging will 
damage the battery. 
 
Fuel problems start when the temperature gets down 
to 2°. Drain your water separator each night to prevent 
freezing and fill your tanks at day’s end. 
 

 
 
At Sentry, we’re committed to working in partnership 
with you to protect your business by eliminating loss-
producing situations and controlling accidents. For 
additional assistance, contact Sentry’s Safety Services 
Department at 1-800-443-9655. 
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This document is made available by Sentry Insurance a Mutual Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates 
(collectively “SIAMCO”) with the understanding that SIAMCO is not engaged in the practice of law, nor is it 
rendering legal advice. The information contained in this document is of a general nature and is not intended to 
address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Legal obligations may vary by state and locality. 
No one should act on the information contained in this document without legal advice from competent and 
licensed local professionals. THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS DISTRIBUTED BY 
SIAMCO “AS-IS”, WITHOUT ANY WARRANTIES. SIAMCO WILL HAVE NO LIABILITY TO ANY PERSON OR 
ENTITY WITH RESPECT TO ANY LOSSES OR DAMAGES CAUSED, OR ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN 
CAUSED, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY BY THIS DOCUMENT, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH CLAIM IS 
BASED ON CONTRACT, WARRANTY, TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE AND FOR PROPERTY DAMAGE 
AND DEATH) OR OTHER GROUNDS. 
 
Products and safety services are underwritten, issued and/or administered by a member of the Sentry Insurance 
Group, Stevens Point, WI. For a complete listing of companies, visit sentry.com. Policies, coverages, benefits and 
discounts are not available in all states. Certain restrictions apply. See policy for complete coverage details. 
 


