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                                                                                                                                  03 MAR 2009

The Honorable Nicholas P. Scutari

Senate District 22

New Jersey Senate

State House, P.O. Box 099

Trenton, NJ  08625-0099

Dear Senator Scutari,

I am writing as a professional landscape contractor concerning S-2302, a Bill to license landscape professionals, introduced by you.  I oppose this Bill.  I cannot determine from a close reading of this Bill just what the problem is that it attempts to address.  Just saying that there are currently no unified state licensing requirements does not justify the creation of a Landscape Professional License Review Board consisting of 15 members and supporting structure at great cost to New Jersey citizens.  
I do not believe low-voltage lighting, irrigation and water features should be included in this Bill.  Also root pruning and root excavation should be dome by an arborist, not a landscape contractor.  Does your use of the term “hardscaping” include installing driveways?  There are many more such individual items in the Bill that concern me.

The Bill also exempts architects, professional engineers, land surveyors, electrical contractors, master plumbers, or any other person in any related profession requiring registration, certification or licensure.  I fail to understand how a land surveyor or master plumber would have the skills and expertise needed to be considered a landscape professional.  They simply would not have the training and experience necessary unless they were already trained and practicing in the field.  In addition, you have failed to mention the Certified Professionals in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC’s), Certified Professionals in Storm Water Quality (CPSWQ’s) and Certified Erosion, Sediment and Storm Water Inspector (CESSWI’s) credentials all of whom have far more training and expertise than some of those you exempt.

The Bill says that citizens recognize the value of a professionally developed and maintained landscape and that a healthy landscape enriches the community.  On that we agree.  However the creating of a vast bureaucratic structure at great cost to regulate activities that have not been a problem isn’t something that is needed.  My first impression of this Bill is that it is an attempt to raise funds and not address a problem.  I urge you to withdraw your support of this Bill.

Sincerely,
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